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a violation of the friendship which subsists between
the Emperor and His Majesty, and as an open rupture
between the two Courts. Baron Thugut seemed dis-
posed to treat these sentiments as wild and unreasonable,
but I could not refrain from interrupting him most
warmly, and exclaiming that Commodore Trowbridge
was most perfectly and entirely right; that I hoped
most earnestly no such rash proceeding had been re-
sorted to, as it could not fail of producing the most fatal
consequences. That our debates and controversies in
that room, which had been unfortunately but too fre-
quent, were to be lamented, but that they were of little
moment when compared with such an act as this, which
must amount not merely to a violation of friendship,
but to a rupture by a voie de fait that must lead to
instant reprisals and scarcely admit of reparation. He
seemed much surprised and staggered by these strong
opinions as well as by the unusual earnestness and
warmth which I discovered on the occasion, and he im-
mediately receded from his first tone of complaint
against Trowbridge's answer, to soften the matter by
saying that, although General Frolich had used that
expression he had not acted upon it, and nothing of that
disagreeable nature had passed. I said that I was very
much relieved by that information, and that in truth
these were vivacities which people sometimes indulged
themselves in during the first moments of warmth or
disappointment, but that led to'consequences too serious
to be often carried into execution. He said that Crene-
ral Frolich had not threatened to attack the French